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Dear Mr Underhill, dear Members of the European Parliament, dear Madam/Sir,

Thank you for your open letter dated 22 September 2025, urging the Commission to reaffirm its 
commitment to animal protection and the advancement of a humane science. In your letter, you 
call on the EU to defend and strengthen the bans on animal testing for cosmetics; promote 
cruelty-free scientific innovation; and ensure the forthcoming Commission roadmap on phasing 
out animal testing is ambitious, actionable, and delivers demonstrable change. *

Please rest assured that the Commission remains committed to phasing out animal testing in 
Europe and we share your vision for a future where innovation thrives without the use of 
animals. As previously announced, the Commission will publish the roadmap towards phasing 
out animal testing for chemical safety assessments in the first quarter of2026.

First, we reaffirm the importance of upholding the ban on animal testing for cosmetics, as 
enshrined in the Cosmetics Regulation. Since the animal testing ban entered into force, 
companies are only allowed to use non-animal approaches to prove that cosmetic ingredients 
and products are safe. Other legislation, notably the REACH (Registration, Evaluation, 
Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals) Regulation, complements the Cosmetics 
Regulation in protecting human health, also of workers, and the environment. This is why the 
cosmetics ban does not preclude animal testing under REACH when required1. However, it is 
important to reiterate that, also under REACH, animal testing is allowed only when no 
alternatives exist; minimising animal testing is and will remain a core objective of REACH. We 
will continue to propose the replacement of animal testing in legislation with alternative 
methods, whenever it is scientifically possible. The forthcoming roadmap will provide a 
strategic framework guiding the transition towards fully phasing out animal testing under all 
relevant pieces of EU legislation on chemicals in the longer term.

1 This is the case for environmental endpoints, non-cosmetic uses, or assessing risks to workers’ exposure, as 
confirmed by the European Court of Justice in Cases T-655/20 and T-656/20, accessible via
https://curia.europa.eu/iuris/recherche.isf71anguage-en
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Second, we fully share the view that continued investment in innovative approaches is essential 
to achieve a progressive phase-out of animal testing. Over the last two decades, the Commission 
has substantially supported research on alternatives to animal testing, with close to EUR 1.5 
billion invested in over 300 projects. With the upcoming roadmap, we commit to accelerate 
standardisation and validation of test methods. We will also boost the acceptance of non-animal 
approaches.

Last but not least, the roadmap will underline the ambition of the EU as a global leader in 
humane scientific innovation. It will indicate a clear path towards a long-term switch to animal- 
free regulatory assessments, with concrete recommendations for the short- to medium term.

We thank you for your constructive input and sustained commitment to this key issue. We remain 
dedicated to continuing our exchanges and joint efforts to position Europe at the forefront of 
innovative and humane approaches to chemical safety assessment.

Your sincerely,

Jessika Roswall

Mr Dylan Underhill
Head of Public Affairs (UK & EU)
Cruelty Free International
Dylan. underhill@crueltyfreeinternational. org
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