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Founded in 1898, Cruelty Free International is one of the world’s oldest and most 
respected animal protection organisations. Emerging from the early social justice 
movement, we have spent more than a century leading the global campaign to end 
animal testing - transforming compassion into lasting change for animals.

From our earliest days, we have raised public awareness, influenced legislation 
and inspired generations of policymakers, scientists, regulators, consumer brands 
and compassionate individuals to help create a world where animals are no longer 
used in experiments.



Origins:                    
The British Union
Our story began in 1898 at a public meeting in Bristol, UK, 
when Frances Power Cobbe, a pioneering women’s rights 
advocate, writer, and philanthropist, founded The British 
Union. Deeply concerned about the suffering of animals she 
witnessed during her travels through Europe, Frances 
became a relentless campaigner against ‘vivisection’ - as 
animal experimentation was then known.

She worked tirelessly to raise awareness and advocate for 
change. When Queen Victoria condemned vivisection as “a 
disgrace to Christianity and humanity,” it signalled the 
beginning of a powerful social movement that inspired 
debate and action.

By 1898, five anti-vivisection groups came together 
under The British Union banner, creating a unified and 
powerful voice for animals.

The British Union’s founding mission was clear and 
unequivocal:

“To keep unalterably before its members and the public the 
fundamental principle of their warfare with scientific cruelty, 
namely, that it is a great sin, which can only be opposed 
effectively when opposed absolutely, and without attempts at 
delusive compromises of any kind.”

By 1940, there were 154 branches worldwide, including in 
Australia and New Zealand.
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Frances Power Cobbe 1984



Visionaries and 
pioneers

Following Frances Power Cobbe’s death in 1904, 
the organisation’s leadership passed to Dr Walter 
Hadwen, a physician and advocate for humane 
science. In 1970, we established the Dr Hadwen 
Trust, now a charity dedicated to advancing the 
development and use of non-animal alternatives.

By the early 20th century, our organisation was 
recognised across the UK and Europe as the 
authoritative voice challenging the use of animals 
in experiments.
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Responsive and unwavering

.

6

In 1947, the movement faced a major setback when UK courts ruled that 
organisations opposing animal experimentation could no longer hold charitable 
status. Despite this blow, we emerged stronger, diversifying our fundraising and 
expanding our campaigning to ensure we continued to advance the cause of 
animals.

Two years later, we became known as the BUAV — the British Union for the 
Abolition of Vivisection. The BUAV became known and respected for our 
advocacy, pioneering investigative exposés, high-profile legal challenges, 
and scientific work to encourage the development and use of non-animal 
testing methods.



Today: 
We are Cruelty Free International
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On 1 June 2015, we became Cruelty Free International, reflecting our global mission to 
end animal experiments everywhere. Today, our organisation is recognised as a world 
authority in cruelty-free science, policy, and sustainable product development, leading 
initiatives that have reshaped industries and influenced legislation worldwide.

We also set up the Cruelty Free International Trust (a charity) whose objectives are to 
research alternatives to animal experiments, ensure laws controlling animal experiments 
are properly complied with, and educate people about animal experiments

With over a century of achievement behind us and a visionary future ahead, Cruelty Free 
International continues to lead the world towards one clear goal — a future where no 
animal suffers in a laboratory, anywhere in the world.



Cruelty Free International
16a Crane Grove 
London
N7 8NN
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