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Global

Millions of animals are used and killed in scientific procedures around 
the world every year. We estimate that at least 192.1 million animals 
were used for all scientific purposes worldwide in 2015. This is the 
world’s most reliable global figure to date. This includes nearly 80 
million experiments on animals, which includes tests related to 
consumer products as well as other types of testing and research, as 
well as millions of other animals who are killed for their tissues, used to 
breed genetically modified animal strains and bred but not used.
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Global

In 2015, an estimated 207,724 tests using dogs were conducted. 

The top 10 users of dogs were: China, United States, Canada, South 
Korea, Japan, Australia, Brazil, United Kingdom, Germany, and India. 



Global

In 2015, an estimated 158,780 tests using monkeys were conducted. 

The top 10 users of monkeys were: United States, China, Japan, 
Brazil, Canada, United Kingdom, France, Germany, India and South 
Korea.
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The latest report from the European Commission shows that 9.3 million experiments were 
conducted on animals across the EU and Norway in 2022. The total figure includes 
862,884 (9%) uses of animals involved in creating or maintaining genetically altered (GA) 
animals but not used in further experiments.

The remaining 8.5 million (8,477,845; 91%) were actual experiments on animals.
The total number of experiments decreased by 8% from 2021 to 2022 but has risen by 
7% since 2020. 

An additional 9.6 million animals were bred and killed but not used in experiments. This 
includes animals that are intentionally killed for their organs and/or tissues, and animals 
that were bred but subsequently considered unsuitable for use in experiments or surplus 
to requirements. This means that in 2022, there were a total of 18.9 million uses of 
animals for scientific purposes in the EU.

France conducted the highest number of animal experiments in Europe in 2022 (2.1 
million). Germany was the second highest user of animals completing 1.7 million 
experiments in 2022, while Norway was third with 1.4 million uses of animals that year.
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There were 14,395 uses of dogs in 2022 with France (3,934 uses), Germany (2,873 uses) and 
Spain (1,511) being the top three users.

There was a total of 7,658 uses of monkeys across the EU in 2022 with France (4,147 uses), 
Germany (2,204 uses) and Spain (703 uses) being the top three users.

Out of the total number of animal uses in the EU in 2022, 33% were for basic research purposes 
while only 12% were required by regulators.

Of the 9.3 million uses of animals in 2022, 49% were considered by researchers to have caused 
moderate or severe suffering to the animals involved.

Experiments are still being conducted for regulatory purposes in the EU where there are valid 
non-animal methods available. In 2022, there were 3,824 skin irritation tests, 383 eye irritation 
tests, 33,029 skin sensitisation tests,19,168 pyrogenicity tests and 152,642 batch potency tests 
on mice to meet the requirements of human medicines legislation (a large proportion of which 
were likely to be tests for botox products). 
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According to the latest Government figures, a total of 2.63 million 
(2,637,578) procedures on animals were completed in Great Britain 
(GB) in 2024.

• Of these, 1.21 million (46%) related to the creation or breeding of 
genetically altered animals who were not used in further 
experiments. 

• The remaining 1.43 million (54%) were actual experiments on 
animals, which included 450,138 experiments (31%) that the 
researchers themselves considered had caused moderate or 
severe suffering to the animals involved. 

• Out of the total number of procedures conducted in GB in 2024, 
only 12% were required by law – the rest were conducted 
voluntarily.

• A total of 2,646 experiments were conducted on dogs in 2024, 
including 2,488 experiments on beagles and 158 experiments on 
other breeds. 

• A total of 1,936 experiments were conducted on monkeys in 2024, 
including 90 experiments on marmosets and tamarins, 1,770 
experiments on cynomolgus macaques and 76 experiments on 
rhesus macaques.



United Kingdom
There was an increase in Lethal Dose 50 (LD50) and Lethal 
Concentration 50 (LC50) tests from 11,519 tests in 2023 to 
11,992 in 2024 (up 4%). These cruel and outdated tests are 
designed to find the dose or concentration of a substance that 
kills half of the test animals.

2024 saw 148 skin sensitisation and 52,213 batch potency 
tests on mice (all of which were likely to be tests for botox
products). While skin sensitisation testing decreased compared 
to the previous year, batch potency testing rose by 5%. Both 
are areas in which animals should not be used at all due to the 
availability of valid non-animal replacements. 

We celebrate that no skin irritation tests were conducted on 
animals in GB in 2024. However, three eye irritation tests on 
rabbits were still carried out. These numbers fluctuate year on 
year, with some years reporting zero uses and others still 
reporting animal tests, demonstrating that these tests have not 
yet ended completely.

In 2024, the use of animals to meet UK chemicals testing 
legislation requirements increased by 33%, continuing the 
year-to-year fluctuations seen across different areas of testing.

The use of animals in science can be complex and varied, and views often differ. The content 
of this briefing note represents Cruelty Free International expert opinion, based on a thorough 
assessment of the evidence

90%
In 2024, 90% of the monkeys 
used for the first time in 
experiments were imported 
from Africa or Asia. 

30%
In 2024, the use of cats and 
horses increased by 30% 
and 1%, reaching a total of 
82 and 11,483 uses 
respectfully.  




